
          
 
IMPORTANT  

•   The  information  we  provide  on  our  rights4children  website  is  for  general  guidance.  It  is  not  legal  advice.    
•   If  you  need  legal  advice,  please  contact  an  independent  advocate  or  a  solicitor.  
•   Article  39  tries  its  best  to  make  sure  information  is  accurate  and  up-‐to-‐date.  However,  we  cannot  

guarantee  this.  We’d  appreciate  you  letting  us  know  if  you  notice  any  errors  or  out-‐of-‐date  
information:  info@article39.org.uk  

 
Pocket money 

ç   Children receive an average of £11.20 in pocket 
money every week, according to latest research! 

ç   Those aged 5 to 10 years, receive £6.40 on 
average a week. 

ç   £16.30 is the average for those aged 11 to 16 years.1 
 
These figures come from a survey of children and young people living with their 
families. But what about children and young people who live away from home? 

Living away from home does not make you any different from other children and 
young people when it comes to pocket money. You shouldn’t be treated in a 
way that makes you stand out from other children. 

 

Your rights – general 
There isn’t a legal duty on parents or anyone else to give children and young people 
pocket money. 

If you are in care, your council will arrange for you to get weekly pocket money. You 
might live in a children’s home, a school or be in hospital right now. You may also be in 
a secure children’s home or a prison. Wherever you are, if you are in care you will get 
pocket money. 

Councils agree pocket money rates for different age groups of children and young 
people in care. They usually publish these rates on their websites. You can ask your 
social worker for information. 

The law doesn’t allow children’s homes to fine you (take away all of your pocket 
money). However, you can be made to give some of your pocket money to make up for 
any damage you have caused. This must be a reasonable amount though.2 
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If you don’t think you are getting enough pocket money, you could get in touch with 
your Children in Care Council to see if others feel the same as you. You could ask to 
meet your Director of Children’s Services to make the case for extra pocket money. 

If you are not in care and live in a residential school or a boarding school, there must be 
a system for recording pocket money.3 Your parents or carers will send your pocket 
money to the school. Each school will have its own pocket money rules. As with any 
rules, you have the right to ask questions and to give your own views. If you and other 
students want rules about pocket money (or anything else) to change, speak to a 
trusted teacher or your school council. 

If you are in a young offender institution or a secure training centre, you will have your 
own account into which money will be paid each week according to the level you are 
on. Basic is the lowest, then standard, and the highest level is enhanced. The prison 
must have a fair system for working out which level you are on. If you have difficulties 
with your behaviour, you should get help with this. If you are trying hard to behave well, 
this should be recognised and rewarded. 

Your family and social worker can also put money into your account, though you will still 
only be able to spend a set amount every week. Your prison must have a catalogue 
system where you can order things that are usual for people your age. If you have any 
questions or concerns about your rights around money in prison, there are special 
prison advocates who should be able to help. Or you could contact the legal team at 
The Howard League for Penal Reform, which is a charity separate from government 
which helps child prisoners. See the ‘People and places’ part of our website for more 
details. 
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1 Reported in Huffington Post, 31 January 2018. 
2 Regulation 19(2)(f) The Children’s Homes (England) Regulations 2015. 
3 Department for Education (2015) Boarding schools. National minimum standards; Department for 
Education (2015) Residential special Schools. National minimum standards.    

                                                


